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The Ethiopia Peace Observatory (EPO) is a special project launched
by the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) to
enhance local data collection efforts in Ethiopia and offer deeper
analysis through weekly and monthly updates. To mark two years
since its first publication, the EPO is proud to present this annual
reportreviewing the project’s achievements over the past 12 months
and outlining new plans for the coming year.




BY THE NUMBERS

Last Year: April 2022-April 2023

Recorded 1,140 political violence events
and 171 demonstration events

Produced 47 weekly reports (English and
ANALYSIS Amharic), 12 monthly reports (English and

Amharic), and two special reports (English)

ENGAGEMENT Earned over 630 media citations

Overall: April 2021-April 2023

Recorded 2,498 political violence events
and 336 demonstration events

DATA

Produced 93 weekly reports (English and
ANALYSIS Amharic), 22 monthly reports (English and
Amharic), and three special reports

ENGAGEMENT Earned over 1,000 media citations

WHAT TO Continued publication of weekly data
WATC H FO R Weekly and monthly reports
IN 2023 Reglonal and Actor rofice
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YEAR IN REVIEW

Over the past year, the EPO team has continued to collect data on political disorder
throughout Ethiopia in real time, recording a total of 1,140 political violence events

and 171 demonstration events (see graph below).”
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! For information about the EPO's first year, see the Year in Review: 2021-2022 report.
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https://epo.acleddata.com/2022/04/19/epo-2021-year-in-review/

YEAR IN REVIEW

While political violence in Oromia region accounts for most events recorded
during the year, the data also include battles in Tigray, Amhara, and Afar regions,
demonstrations in the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples region (SNNPR),
violence targeting civilians in Benshangul/Gumuz region, and cross-border attacks
in Gambela region (see map below). The trends observed in all of these regions were
analyzed in regular weekly and monthly reports.

Disorder Events in Ethiopia (April 2022-23)

Event Type
[ Riots
[ Explosions/Remote violence |
M Protests
M Violence against civilians
M Battles

Number of Events
1

10

20

33

Dire.Dawa—<.
e

Somali_ e

© 2023 Mapbox © OpenStreetMap

EPO YEAR IN REVIEW: 2022-2023



https://epo.acleddata.com/weekly/
https://epo.acleddata.com/monthly/

YEAR IN REVIEW

Over the pastyear, political violence levels were highestin Oromia, Tigray, and Amhara
regions. Amhara and Oromia, as well as SNNPR, also registered the highest number
of demonstration events. Violence against civilians, the second most common event
type after battles, was also common in these regions, with 310 events recorded in
Oromia and 37 in Amhara. In 2022, the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF)-Shane? was the
most active group in Ethiopia, meaning they were involved in more events than any
other actor, followed by the Ethiopian National Defense Force.

The EPO team produced multiple monthly reports examining the OLF-Shane
insurgency and dynamics of political violence in Oromia, as it was the most violent
region duringthis period, as well arange of additional topics including: bids for political
autonomy in SNNPR; religious violence; the information landscape in Ethiopia; and
political changes in the ruling Prosperity Party. Additionally, a special report was
released assessing the peace process in Tigray.

Overall, the EPO published 47 weekly reports in English and Amharic, 12 monthly
reports in English and Amharic, and two special reports in English.

Despite significant progress toward peace processes in multiple areas around the
country, Ethiopia faces many political and security challenges in 2023. To monitor
these challenges, the EPO will continue working to improve real-time data collection
efforts in low-information and hard-to-access conflict contexts throughout the
country and provide regular analysis updates on the latest developments. New
reports and resources will aim to delve even deeper into the key political violence
and demonstration trends that are most likely to affect the country's future.

We thank you for your support over the past year and look forward to continuing to
provide high-quality data and analysis on disorder trends that will bring clarity to the
ongoing crisis in Ethiopia for the year to come. Make sure to sign up to the EPO mailing
list for the latest announcements, follow us on Facebook and Twitter, and subscribe to our
Telegram channel for regular updates in Amharic.

o Ethiopia Peace ,
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2 Also known as the Oromo Liberation Army
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https://epo.acleddata.com/2022/08/18/epo-monthly-july-2022/
https://epo.acleddata.com/2022/08/18/epo-monthly-july-2022/
https://epo.acleddata.com/2023/03/08/epo-february-2023-monthly-religious-disputes-and-government-involvement-in-ethiopia/
https://epo.acleddata.com/2023/02/08/epo-january-2023-monthly-the-information-landscape-in-ethiopia/
https://epo.acleddata.com/2022/04/23/epo-monthly-march-2022/
https://epo.acleddata.com/2022/12/13/the-northern-ethiopia-conflict-a-step-towards-peace/
https://epo.acleddata.com/subscribe/
https://epo.acleddata.com/subscribe/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083339887006
https://twitter.com/ACLED_EPO
https://t.me/EthiopiaPeaceObservatory

